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Serving on Sun-
day,  

April 18, 2010 
 
 

DEACONS 
Coordinator: Colin Cline  

Charles Anctil     Carol Hollan 
Linda Eckard    Nancy Ingram 
Steve Eckard       Cheryl Luke 
Keith Evans   
Lindsay O’Connor 
Shirley Evans    Debbie Punzo 
Nick Harding      Linda Riddle 
Theo Tushaus 

 
ELDERS 

Prayer for Offering :  
Dorothy Wenz 

Prayer for Cup & Bread 
Tim Fields 

 
WORSHIP LEADER: 

Carol Mullican 
 

COMMUNION PRE-
PARER: 

Carol Hollan 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: 
Suzanne Shay & Nancy In-

 APRIL GREETERS: 
Sandy Hamlin and  

Elaine McCool 
 

From the Welcoming Task Force:  

What kind of Congregation is Welcoming? 
This is a continuing look at the 2008 study of 1,200 “Welcoming congregations” in the 
United States.  These congregations went through a welcoming process like First Chris-
tian Church is now and openly invite and accept LGBT members into their faith com-
munity as equal participants.  The study found that by engaging in an official Welcom-
ing process church’s tend to clarify their theology, mission and life of faith. This re-
quires the congregation to choose between fear (of loss of membership, conflict, outside 
perceptions, etc.) and the kind of life and faith that takes appropriate risks. Choosing 
life and faith often results in the same kind of appropriate risk-taking in other areas that 
might induce fear (immigration, racial justice, etc.).  Church’s must embrace change to 
survive.  Will First Christian Church? 

For more information on the study and how welcoming church’s may be “different” go 
to http://www.welcomingresources.org/To_Do_Justice.pdf for a copy of “To Do Jus-
tice:  A Study of Welcoming Congregations.”�
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On Sunday, April 11, Beth Booker joined First Christian Church by transfer of mem-
bership from Abundant Life Center.  Beth and her family are no strangers here at First 
Christian; she, her husband Blane, and children have been regular visitors over the last 
few years.  Last year, Rev. Peeples officiated at the wedding of her daughter Jana’s and 
son-in-law Nate’s wedding.  In January of this year, FCC celebrated with the whole 
family when Nate and Jana’s baby, Javyn, was dedicated during a Sunday worship ser-
vice.  In addition to Jana, Beth also has a daughter, Kara, who will graduate this year 
from the University of Missouri, Columbia and a son, Brandon who lives in Canada.  
Beth is a nurse practitioner who works at Dr. Potts office.  You may send Beth a note of 
welcome at 14299 Millstone Blvd., St. Joseph, MO  64505.�
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In 1917, a group of people called First Christian Church of St. Joseph decided to build this build-
ing; we were in a World War.  Things were not very different from now.  Economically things were uncertain.  Then and 
now, it’s down for some and up for others. But, they stepped out on faith.  They stepped out and said, “We want to make a 
difference in this community, and we want to do it right here at 10th and Faraon.  Time went by and in 1954 they decided to 
renovate this building, major renovations.  You could say the economics were different, but economics again are never the 
same for everyone.  Some are up and some are down.    

In this life we have three basic fundamentals; we have the past, the present and the future.  What is past for us, was present 
for them.  Just like us, they had to decide what they could afford.  They had to figure out how to keep the lights on.  They 
chose to make sacrifices, something I’m not sure we do anymore.  We can say, “Well I’m not going to go out to dinner so 
often like I have been and I will give that money instead to the church.”  We really don’t do that.  We don’t really make 
sacrifices; we just go ahead and go out to dinner as often as we like, and then we figure out a way to make things work.  
We cannot avoid economic realities any more than First Christian Church members could in the past, but we who are living 
now in the present must ask if we are willing to make the same kind of sacrifices they did. 

When Karen and I joined this church, we found a church that accepted people.  It didn’t make a difference who they were 
or what their lives were before.  They didn’t care where you lived; they didn’t care what part of town you came from; they 
didn’t care what High School you went to.  St. Joe culture is all about, “Where did you go to High School?”  It doesn’t 
make a difference when or where you were born, people in St. Joe want to know what High School you went to.  If they are 
from St. Joe, they will base their opinion of you on it.  “Oh man you went to Central; we fought you guys all the time.”  
“Oh you went to the south end school.  Holy cow!  How’d you ever make it through life down there?” My wife was on the 
verge of writing a book about St. Joe culture.  She had been a part of it.  She lived right up here on 10th street, about 10 
blocks north of here all of her life.  She was right on the verge of doing that, before I lost her.  I learned that First Christian 
differs from most of St. Joe culture, because when Karen and I came here it did not matter what part of town we were from.   

Here in the present, our church is going through some big changes.  Sometimes you’re going to be upset, because of those 
changes.  You have to make a decision of what you’re going to do with those feelings.  Even though you may have been a 
long-time member and have raised your kids in this church, it is possible for you to come to church on a Sunday and be 
mad about something somebody is doing or because someone didn’t say something right or because the church is making 
some changes that you don’t care for.  Inevitably, however, you have to make a decision and decide if you will stand with 
this church, because you are a part of its long and rich history.  We love you, because you are a part of it. 

We build upon our past, face the challenges of our present, and what we end up with is our future.  This church is a founda-
tion in this community.  We take it for granted, but if you drive by here many nights during the week, you would see lights 
on, cars parked out front, groups gathering here for practices and meetings.  We are a lighthouse in this community, and 
it’s up to us the members to continue to make it that way.  We have to take on the responsibility. 

You could either look at it as a challenge or you could look at it as an opportunity.  My dad always said, “Son, things are 
going to happen in your life and you will have no control over these things. What the difference is going to be is your reac-
tion to those things.  You’re either going to say, ‘I’m having nothing to do with it.’  Or you’re going to jump in with both 
feet, and you’re going to be a part of it.’”   

Hopefully you can accept this opportunity to continue to strengthen our church.  This is what it’s all about.  We are talking 
about the future of our church; the difference it will make for our children, and the difference that First Christian will make 
in our community. 

GET IN THE BOAT! 

Luke 5:4 

On Sunday, April 13, our capital campaign, “Get in the Boat!” began.  Although our goal is to 
raise funds to cover building renovations, this campaign is about more than money.  By renovat-
ing our current building, we are making a commitment to minister in the downtown/uptown com-
munity.  It is also about the commitment of our church’s members to God, whom we believe calls 
us to create a community of faith that welcomes all, values diverse viewpoints and seeks to live 
out the demands of justice.  In order for us to keep these priorities in mind, we have as a part of 
our campaign leadership the “Faith Foundations” Committee.  Rick Ezzell is a part of this com-
mittee and shared the following words in Sunday’s worship. 
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ATTENDANCE &  
OFFERING 

 
April 11,  2010 

The People Came: 110 
The People Gave: $3,764.76 
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Women of the church of every age are invited to enjoy dinner 
and/or a movie on Saturday night, May 1.  At previous events, 
some women have come only for dinner, others have shown up 
just for the movie, and others have done both.  Feel free to 
come for whatever suits you and your schedule best.  Restau-

rant and movie TBA, suggestions for both are welcome.  R.S.V.P. with Jenni-
fer Peeples (816) 689-2696 or email her: chasepeep2001@yahoo.com.   

Uptown Historic Homes Tour:  

yesterday’s charm, today’s lifestyle 
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Congratulations! 
Sara Young has a new baby!  Her daughter, Jasmine, was 
born on Tuesday, April 6.  Baby and mother are healthy and 
doing well. 
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