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Serving on Sun-
day,  

May 9, 2010 
Mother’s Day 

 
DEACONS 

Coordinator: Stacy Turner 
Clayton Fields Kim Potter 
Wendy Graves      Janet Pullen 
Andrew Kar          Steve Punzo 
Marion Kearnes    Jared Punzo 
Gary Park         Mike Turner 
Dustin Potter        Melvin Zion 

 
ELDERS 

Prayer for Offering :  
Nancy Nichols 

Prayer for Cup & Bread 
Tom Summers 

 
WORSHIP LEADER: 

Janet Pullen 
 

COMMUNION PRE-
PARER: 

Sharon Graves 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: 
Reva Fields and Kelly 

Kibirige 
 

 MAY GREETERS: 
John and Nancy Nichols 
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Royal Family Kids Camp Needs Your Help 

 Preparation has begun for 2010 R.F.K.C., FCC’s week-long camp for 
abused and neglected children.  Volunteers are needed, specifically a 
“grandpa” and “grandma.”  We also need fingernail polish and remover, 
new/gently used 6-Large clothing or boys and girls, jewelry and accessories, 
hero costumes for dress-up time, and of course pledges and donations.  The 
RFKC donation box is located by the church office. 
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A Time of Commitment to First Christian Church 

 

On Sunday, we had a wonderful time of commitment during our worship service.  It was wonderful to 
see the members (and even some folks who are not yet members) come forward to offer their pledges to our 
capital campaign.  On Sunday, May 16, we will celebrate together the money which has been pledged to pay for 
the $300,000 in building repairs made last year,  and we will share the total raised on that day.  Between now 
and then, campaign volunteers will be contacting members who have not yet made pledges, so please know it is 
not too late to pledge and be a part of this important time of commitment. 

 Over the last few Sundays, I have tried to frame this campaign as about more than fundraising for 
building repairs.  I believe this is a demonstration of our intention to be a community of faith at this location in 
downtown St. Joseph where the needs of our community are so readily apparent, as well as our intention to be a 
unique voice for justice, inclusion and grace in our town.  As I stated Sunday, this is not a contest to see who can 
give the most money; rather it is an opportunity for each of us to demonstrate our faithfulness with the financial 
blessings we have received—no matter how small or how great. 

 With these things in mind, I want to highlight three groups of people who have impressed me 
with how seriously they are taking this time of commitment: 

-We have a number of FCC members who are currently out of work and are in uncertain financial situations.  
Several of them have little or no extra money to give; they are currently struggling to pay bills and keep a 
roof over their heads.  Even so, a few such folks have let me know that they are pledging to the campaign 
anyway.  The amounts pledged are small and likely will not make or break the campaign, but nonetheless 
in the Kingdom of God such gifts are great because they represent faithful believers supporting their 
church’s mission. 

-On Sunday, I was pleased to see new members and even some people who have yet to join First Christian 
offering pledges as well.  Their willingness to commit to the church, even though they do not have a long 
emotional connection with it, is an indication that we must be doing something right.  These new faces 
are not only demonstrating their commitment to the church with their presence but also with their money.  
They have found something in FCC that is meaningful enough to them that they want to ensure it contin-
ues.  What an inspiring sign of our church’s vitality and of the difference it is making in people’s lives. 

-It was also reassuring to see the line of long-time members stepping forward to offer their pledges.  FCC is 
in a time of transition; after years of declines in membership, we are seeing an increase of new members 
and visitors.  This is a joyful change, but even good changes can be uncomfortable and can produce anxi-
ety.  I am thankful for the many church members who have supported FCC for decades and who continue 
to do so now.  First Christian would not have survived for 165 years without your sacrifices, and the gifts 
you give now ensure it will not merely survive but thrive in its ministry to a community that needs its 
welcoming and open-minded presence. 

I am looking forward with anticipation to the 16th when we will celebrate the pledges made in this campaign.  
We will not only celebrate the financial gifts given but also the commitment of time, energy and prayer to 
First Christian Church.  Together we will “Get in the Boat” with Jesus and take the bold risks necessary to 
go where our loving God leads and be the church God intends for us to be. 

Grace and Peace, 

Chase  
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ATTENDANCE &  
OFFERING 

 
May 2,  2010 

The People Came: 97 
The People Gave: $7,169.28 
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JOIN US FOR THE 2010 MID-AMERICA REGION 
DISCIPLES WOMEN’S MINISTRY RETREAT 

 
“Common Ground Coffee House”…. 

where girlfriends gather! 
 

At the Common Ground Coffee House you will find a place to RETREAT 
from the distractions of daily life.  Come and experience heart-felt connec-
tions with new friends, find common ground with other women who under-
stand the issues of your busy lives, be nurtured spiritually, and relax with girl-
friends! 
It is a RETREAT you won’t want to miss! 
Together we will experience:  Personal and spiritual growth, stimulation of 
the senses, refreshing fun, Common Ground 
 
LOCATION:  Rickman Center 
Address: 3519 Bennett Lane, Jefferson City, MO  65101 
Date:  May 21, 2010 (Beginning at 5:00 p.m.) 
  May 22, 2010 (Ending at 3:00 p.m.) 
Cost:  $70.00 (Includes lodging and 3 meals) 
 
Deadline for paid registrations May 7, 2010. 
For more information call Brenda Hines at 816-390-4274 
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Documentary Food, Inc. showing on May 10 
Sacred Earth, a group dedicated to care for the environment, sustainable agriculture 
and organic nutrition that was started by FCC members but includes other like-
minded individuals in the community, will be showing the documentary Food, Inc. 
on Monday, May 10 at 6:30 PM in the East Hills Library theatre.  Food, Inc., an 
award-winning documentary, examines “corporations that often put profit ahead of 
consumer health, the livelihood of the American farmer, the safety of workers and 
our own environment.”  The film does more than point out problems, however, it 
also presents producers, companies and individuals who make money without sacri-
ficing sustainable and healthy practices.  For more information, contact Shelley 
White, Kelly Kibirige or Debbie Gentry.    
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