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Serving on Sun-
day,
May 16, 2010

DEACONS

Coordinator: Colin Cline
Charles Anctil
Linda Eckard
Steve Eckard
Lindsay O’Connor
Keith Evans Debbie Pun
Shirley Evans  Linda Ridd
Nick Harding
Carol Hollan

ELDERS
Prayer for Offering :
Kelly Kibirige
Prayer for Cup & Bread:
Carol Mullican

WORSHIP LEADER:
Keith Evans

COMMUNION PRE-
PARER:
Mike and Stacy Turner

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP:
Sandy Hamlin & Cheryl Lukg

MAY GREETERS:
John and Nancy Nichols

Nancy Ingrai
Cheryl Lukg

Theo Tushal
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Community Mediation/Dispute
Resolution Program
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ce to face.” 1 Cor. 13:12

“For now we see through a glass darkly; but then fa

Today, | offered some inadequate words to honor the lillddunning, a long-time First Christian member wiiied this past
Friday. | share them with you in hopes they will provadamall bit of the encouragement and light Bill offeegdry day.

Two months and two days ago, we gathered here to celebridife tifeShirley Dunning and say goodbye to her; tod
we do the same for Bill Dunning. | cannot speak for anycses but | have a different feeling today. Shirley's death came
quickly, there was little time to emotionally prepare, and ofs®, my heart broke for Bill. He and Shirley had sudmoats
time together, and he had already buried one wife he was dedpigiwith, so my pain included pain for Bill. This time
around, although I will miss Bill terribly and wish ldd have more time with him, there was at least a little tingrepare for
his death. Also, | know that after burying two wiveging almost ninety years, and then having a stroke on toghef health
problems, | can be glad that Bill's emotional and physical peg over.

All that being said about the trials Bill endured, especialthe last few months, | don’t want to give the impressio
that Bill had somehow given up or had lost his indontéabpirit—far from it. | learned the first time Bill weimito hospice not
to count Bill Dunning out. He just kept right on fig until hospice said, “Call us when you need us.” | alveays Bill living
to the best of his ability, and as long as he was lucidjchso with a smile and a sense of humor. Bill was orsekirfid.

You may recall at Shirley’s funeral | read verses from heleBhat she had marked and underlined, indicating her
spiritual life. 1 am going to do something similar &aydbecause Bill too had a deep spiritual life that sustaimedud made
him the person we all knew and loved. When Bill was in ioesie first time around for cancer and he had chosen to isq
tinue chemotherapy, we would meet for lunch or at his housbeamnwuld share with me his readings from a book his niec
Deigh had given himjVisdom of the Ages: 60 Days to EnlightenniigritVayne Dyer. It contains sixty readings by spiritual
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writers, each on a different theme. Bill read one of the readiagh day and when he reached the end of the book, he stalrtec

over the next day. | wish to share some of them with lyecause | feel they demonstrate the kind of person Bill Dgnmas.

The poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote in her famous estottiat begins “How do | love thee? Let me count thg
ways?” the following words:

I love thee freely, as men strive for Right; | love the purelihegturn from Praise.
| love thee with the passion put to use in my old grieid veth my childhood's faith.

Bill's life was marked by two great loves for two great vesmLaura Belle and Shirley. He dutifully cared for each
them as a consummate gentleman—opening doors, thoughtfuhigiftso on. One he loved for almost 40 years and thehat
had a whirlwind romance with at the end of his life. He loven in a profound way that was inspirational to all \whew
them. He demonstrated the kind of deep devotion to anath&srpthat creates its own joy for the one providing it.

The Islamic poet and Sufi mystic Rumi also appears in Biisk. Rumi writes about how grief can become a bleg
ing:
| saw grief drinking a cup of sorrow and called out, tdstes sweet, does it not?” “You've caught me,” grief aered, “and
you've ruined my business, how can | sell sorrow when yow Kis a blessing?”

Bill grieved deeply for those whom he loved and who had diggecially for Laura Belle. He was grieving for Shirl
and just venturing out of his house and back to his ueuihe when he suffered the stroke. | don't wish toidlish the emo-
tional pain Bill experienced, but | do believe that he took Fawords to heart. In addition to the painful side oéfj there is
a sweet side that is realized when one understands that inmgt@vie deeply for a loved one, one must first have deeypdyl
and been deeply loved in return. | believe Bill's deep lovkdaief for Laura Belle enabled him to love Shirley evenemor
deeply. | believe that today Bill would be a bit embarrasséie fuss over him (and a bit gratified), but he woulgtwrs to
feel our grief deeply but realize that it is a sign of the doe&t he shared with each of us.

Finally, | offer the words of Pierre Teilhard De Chardideauit priest and scientist who is also in Bill's bodle
Chardin writes:

Someday, after we have mastered the winds, the waves, thedigeasity, we shall harness for God the energies of lov
Then, for the second time in the history of the world, wiiifnave discovered fire.

The scientist and priest described love aptly as an energy iidatddl of us together with God. When we injure angbleeson,
we injure ourselves as well as God. When we love another weelaselves and God. Bill did an awful lot to share loith W
others. So often, Bill would throw out a zinger, ameblld turn to see if he was joking or serious. Inevitabtyrned and saw
Bill with a big grin on his face and a twinkle in his ayaiting for me to catch the joke which really was a sign offfexction.
Through kind words, thoughtful actions and much laugB#rharnessed the divine energy of love and made our wdrédtter
place and us better people for having him in our lives.
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May we honor Bill's memory by following his example. Am
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JOIN US FOR THE 2010 MID-AMERICA REGION
DISCIPLES WOMEN'’S MINISTRY RETREAT

“Common Ground Coffee House”....
where girlfriends gather!

At the Common Ground Coffee House you will find lage to RETREAT

from the distractions of daily life. Come and esipece heart-felt conne
tions with new friends, find common ground with ettwomen who unde
stand the issues of your busy lives, be nurturattsgly, and relax with girl
friends!

Itis a RETREAT you won’t want to miss!

Together we will experience: Personal and spirigrawth, stimulation of

the senses, refreshing fun, Common Ground

LOCATION: Rickman Center

Address: 3519 Bennett Lane, Jefferson City, MO 0851
Date: May 21, 2010 (Beginning at 5:00 p.m.)

May 22, 2010 (Ending at 3:00 p.m.)
Cost: $70.00 (Includes lodging and 3 meals)

Deadline for paid registrations May 7, 2010.
For more information call Brenda Hines at 816-3204}

Royal Family Kids Camp Needs Your Help

Preparation has begun for 2010 R.F.K.C., FCC’'s wéelong camp for
abused and neglected children. Volunteers are need, specifically a “grandpa”
and “grandma.” We also need fingernail polish andemover, new/gently useq
6-Large clothing or boys and girls, jewelry and acessories, hero costumes fq
dress-up time, and of course pledges and donationghe RFKC donation box is
located by the church office.
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Charles Bayer, minister at First Christian Churé¢hSa Jo-
seph 1978-1995 turned 80 on May 9. Birthday wistaashbe
sent to: 694 Avery Rd., Claremont, CA 91711.
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ATTENDANCE &
OFFERING
May 9, 2010
The People Came: 103
The People Gave: $4,081.3
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