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Serving on Sun-
day,  

June 6, 2010 
 

DEACONS 
Coordinator: Keith Evans 

Charles Anctil   Nancy Ingram 
Colin Cline         Cheryl Luke 
Linda Eckard  
Lindsay O’Connor 
Steve Eckard     Debbie Punzo 
Shirley Evans      Linda Riddle 
Nick Harding     Theo Tushaus 
Carol Hollan  
 

ELDERS 
Prayer for Offering :  

Bernard McMillen 
 

Prayer for Cup & Bread:  
Barb Edwards 

 
WORSHIP LEADER: 

Carol Mullican 
 

COMMUNION PRE-
PARER: 

Mike and Stacy Turner 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: 
Suzanne Shay 

 JUNE GREETERS: 
Rick Ezzell and Carol Hollan 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�����������	
���
�����
���������	���� �

�


������� �

������ �������	
� ������� ��� 
�������
�� 	� �����
���� ��
 �	���
��������� ���������
� �����	��
	

����	��������
��������
���
�
�������
������	���� 
�������
��
�
�������
�������������
���
���	������������
���

���
�	�����	�������	

������� ��������������
�������
���	������	�� �

!������������������"����	
�"�������
���
��#�������
� ��
�	���
�
����������������
����������
�����
������	����#�����
��������
���
����	��	

���� �	������������
�� ��$������
�	�������������
���� 	��� �
�������
��
���
�	���
�
������� ���������
� � ���
� ������ ����� 
�� ������ ��	�
�
� �%���
������
	���� 
�
����������
	���� ����	�� �������� ����� 
����� �
��	������ ������� 	

� 	
��
�� 	��
������
�����������������
��������
����	��
����	���
 
 ��&����	���������
�������������
����
�
��
��
���
��	���
���'������
��(�

�

���������	
����
����	��������������������������
����
��������������� ������

�����������	
���

����
������������������������

�

���������� �!"�����#����$" ��������������%&��� �'�(�)�� �*���$�+"����
,�����-"� �.."�"�*"��������*�$$����)��

���������	
�������������	
�������	��������	������

��������������	��������������������
���������

���������	������������� �������!"�

 �	��#����$#$���%$$���������#�%$$�	��	�

Vacation Bible School 

Royal Family Kids 
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Thank you for the items collected in the RFKC box and donations of money! 

We are still in need of NAIL POLISH!!  

Janie Kemp is our prayer partner coordinator.  If anyone is interested in being 
a prayer partner must attend worship on Sunday, June 27 and prepare a prayer 
on an index card to be given to one of the staff of the camp and pledge to pray 
for them during camp week, June 28-July 2. 

Thank you for your continued support for the Royal Family Kids Camp.  
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On May 20, First Christian’s oldest church member, Dolores Gex, died.  Her funeral took place at the church 
on May 28.  The following is part of the eulogy I gave for Dolores: 

 

The St. Joseph News-Press runs a series of articles on people in our community titled “Life Stories.”  
Six years ago, Dolores Gex was the subject of one of these articles which was written by one of her former stu-
dents at what was Horace Mann Elementary School, Alonzo Weston.  At the end of the article, there is a poem 
Dolores quotes from memory and Dolores remarks, “If you come to my funeral, you’ll hear [that poem], I 
think.  If the preacher does what I tell him to do.” 

Today, I certainly wish to follow Dolores’ instructions and share with you the last stanza of that poem, 
Thanatopsis by William Cullen Bryant.  The title of the poem comes from the Greek words for 
“death” (thanatos) and “sight” (opsis), and it has been translated as “a meditation upon death.”  The poem 
speaks about how all people—both unknown and famous—will face death.  Here is the conclusion of the poem 
which Dolores knew by heart: 
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Dolores was not afraid of dying any more than she was afraid of living.  I believe her soul walked as 
confidently from the halls of this life into the next as she walked school halls for 46 years.  I trust that she re-
joined her beloved Brooking with whom she had been married for 70 years.  I never look forward to funerals, 
but some are easier than others.  Dolores’s funeral is one of the easier ones, because she lived such a long and 
full life.  There is much to celebrate. 

Although Dolores’ professional accomplishments over her 46 years as a teacher and principal are many, 
I wish to focus upon her time as principal at Horace Mann Elementary School.  St. Joseph was 10 years behind 
in terms of desegregation, and Dolores was picked as the first white principal of the all-African American 
school.  Despite the warnings of other white teachers and administrators and the mistrust of some of the Afri-
can American parents who wondered about this white woman from Maryville, Dolores marched confidently 
into her role as principal.  Her first act with her students was to make them all clean the school—including the 
bathrooms—which raised howls of protests from administrators and parents alike, but she quickly earned the 
respect of students and parents.  They came to know her as a fair, at times stern, but always caring principal 
who was always on the side of the students. 

Alonzo Weston writes about how Dolores was a no-nonsense principal.  There was something called 
the “Gex handshake” that the dreaded; it was a 12-inch ruler slap to the hand delivered when children were dis-
obedient.  Yet, even the ones who got a “Gex handshake” knew she cared for them.  She kept track of them 
over the years and would show up at family funerals to offer condolences and to offer praise at their successes.  
It is no wonder they continued to visit her into her nineties.  Despite the fears of most people on both sides of 
the racial divide, Dolores firmly and lovingly guided Horace Mann—and therefore all of St. Joseph—into the 
age of integration.  As we look back at how things could have gone, we owe Dolores a great debt for helping 
the community to integrate without controversy or tragedy. 

As we say goodbye to Dolores, may we learn from her example and respond with courage and grace to 
God’s call to join the divine work of justice and love in our world. 

Grace and Peace, 

Chase 
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ATTENDANCE &  
OFFERING 

May 30,  2010 
The People Came: 77 
The People Gave: $3,175.85 
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Justice for Immigrants Dinner 

On Thursday, June 24 at 5:30 P.M. at Our Lady of Guadalupe Roman Catho-
lic Church, Justice for Immigrants, a local group of community members con-
cerned with compassionate and comprehensive immigration reform, will 
gather for dinner and a planning session.  The group will discuss how best to 
respond to attempts in Missouri to enact legislation similar to recent Arizona 
laws.  All those concerned with the plight of legal and illegal immigrants in 
our community and nation are encouraged to attend.  Contact Rev. Peeples if 
you are interested in attending the event. 
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