
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

St. Joseph, Missouri   June 15, 2010 

Serving on Sunday,  
June 20, 2010 

 
DEACONS 

Coordinator: Colin Cline 
Charles Anctil      Nancy Ingram 
Linda Eckard   Cheryl Luke 
Steve Eckard   Lindsay O’Connor 
Keith Evans      Debbie Punzo 
Shirley Evans  Linda Riddle 
Nick Harding      Theo Tushaus 
Carol Hollan 

 
ELDERS 

Prayer for Offering:  
Nancy Nichols 

Prayer for Cup & Bread: 
Dorothy Wenz 

 
WORSHIP LEADER: 

Sheryl Webb 
 

COMMUNION PREPARER: 
Carol Hollan and Rick Ezzell 

 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: 
Dave and Lynn Tushaus 

 

 JUNE GREETERS: 
Rick Ezzell and Carol Hollan 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

IS HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 

It‟s not too late to bring your kids, grandkids and 

any other kids you know to our 2010 VBS: Hero 

Headquarters. 

We‟ve been having a great time so far.  Dinner 

is at 5:30 PM and the program starts at 6:00 PM.  

Don‟t miss your chance to learn about how God 

uses ordinary people to do heroic things! 

Vacation Bible School 

Royal Family Kids Camp 

RFKC Sunday, June 27 

During worship on Sunday, June 27, we will celebrate the 2010 Royal 
Family Kids Camp and commission the staff and volunteers who will 
spend the week caring for abused and neglected children.  This will be a 
meaningful service for our entire church as we continue this important 
ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÉÔȦ 

PUT FAITH INTO ACTION  

First Christian partners with a number of St. Joseph churches through Faith in Action.  FIA 
matches volunteers from churches with community members with unmet needs, such as 
transportation to doctor visits, yard work, grocery delivery, basic home repair, etc.  Each FIA 
partner church has a Team Leader who communicates these needs to his or her church. For 
the past two years, Stacey Park has faithfully served as the FCC Team Leader, but she is 
stepping down to pursue other opportunities, so we need a new Team Leader for First Chris-

tian.  The responsibilities of this ministry opportunity are: 

-Receive phone calls and e-mails from Faith in Action regarding needs in the 

community 

-Communicate those needs to FCC volunteers 

-Recruit new FCC 

The Team Leader is only responsible for communicating the opportunities to serve with volun-
teers in the churchðnot for doing the work his- or herself. Faith in Action has helped hun-
dreds of people in our city who lack the financial ability and/or family support to help them-
selves.  We are looking for someone who will help FCC be a part of this exciting ministry!  Any 

who are interested or who have questions may contact Rev. Peeples for more information. 

NEW ADDITIONS TO THE FCC LIBRARY 

Recent donations were made to the First Christian Church Library in memory of Vir-
ginia Magner.  These materials are now available for check out:  the powerful film 
documentary for the Bible tells me so, plus the following books Positively Gay and Is 
the Homosexual My Neighbor?  Virginia Magner was known for reaching out to the 
ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅÒȢ  3ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÇÕÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ -ÉÃÁÈ ΰȡβȣȱ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ 
ÏÆ ÙÏÕȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅȟ ÌÏÖÅȟ ËÉÎÄÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÌË ÈÕÍÂÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ 'ÏÄȢȱ  6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ 
ÌÉÖÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÈÅÒ ÌÉÆÅ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÕÎÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÌÏÖÅȢ 



Through a 

Glass Darkly By Rev. Chase Peeples 
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Join this ñBandò of Heroes! 

This week at Vacation Bible School we are learning along with the children about what it means to be a hero in God‟s eyes.  The 

heroes we are talking about are mentioned in the Bible, but we do not even know their names.  Yet, these unnamed heroes do great things 

for God and demonstrate that God seems to enjoy working through those without power, fame and money.  In my Sunday sermon, I spoke 

about the host of heroes I have known in churches throughout my life—many whose names I have forgotten—who have demonstrated 

God‟s love to me and therefore have kept me in the church, despite the arrogant words and actions of so many Christians.   

 

I was planning on writing something today about being one of God‟s heroes and in doing so I was going to quote from my favorite 

sermon by Martin Luther King, Jr.: “The Drum Major Instinct.”  Reading it over again I realized once more what a perfect expression of 

Christianity this sermon is, and how superior it is to anything I could write.  There is not room to include it here in full, but it deserves to be 

read more than once a year (or less) on the MLK, Jr. holiday—maybe we should read it every day and be reminded of how God desires to 

work through ordinary people like you and me.  Here are a few excerpts:  

 

This morning I would like to use as a subject from which to preach: "The Drum Major Instinct." And our text for the morning is 

taken from a very familiar passage in the tenth chapter as recorded by Saint Mark. Beginning with the thirty-fifth verse of that chapter, we 

read these words: "And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came unto him saying, „Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us what-

soever we shall desire.‟ And he said unto them, „What would ye that I should do for you?‟ And they said unto him, „Grant unto us that we 

may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory.‟ But Jesus said unto them, „Ye know not what ye ask: Can ye 

drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?‟ And they said unto him, „We can.‟ And Jesus 

said unto them, „Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of, and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: but to 

sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared.‟" And then Jesus goes on 

toward the end of that passage to say, "But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your servant: and 

whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all." . . . 

 

Now very quickly, we would automatically condemn James and John, and we would say they were selfish. Why would they make 

such a selfish request? But before we condemn them too quickly, let us look calmly and honestly at ourselves, and we will discover that we 

too have those same basic desires for recognition, for importance. That same desire for attention, that same desire to be first. Of course, the 

other disciples got mad with James and John, and you could understand why, but we must understand that we have some of the same James 

and John qualities. And there is deep down within all of us an instinct. It's a kind of drum major instinct—a desire to be out front, a desire to 

lead the parade, a desire to be first. And it is something that runs the whole gamut of life. . . 

 

There comes a time that the drum major instinct can become destructive. (Make it plain) And that's where I want to move now. I 

want to move to the point of saying that if this instinct is not harnessed, it becomes a very dangerous, pernicious instinct. For instance, if it 

isn‟t harnessed, it causes one's personality to become distorted. I guess that's the most damaging aspect of it: what it does to the personality. 

If it isn't harnessed, you will end up day in and day out trying to deal with your ego problem by boasting. . . 

 

And then the final great tragedy of the distorted personality is the fact that when one fails to harness this instinct, he ends up trying 

to push others down in order to push himself up.  And whenever you do that, you engage in some of the most vicious activities. You will 

spread evil, vicious, lying gossip on people, because you are trying to pull them down in order to push yourself up. And the great issue of 

life is to harness the drum major instinct. . . 

 

But let me rush on to my conclusion, because I want you to see what Jesus was really saying. What was the answer that Jesus gave 

these men? It's very interesting. One would have thought that Jesus would have condemned them. One would have thought that Jesus would 

have said, "You are out of your place. You are selfish. Why would you raise such a question?" 

 

But that isn't what Jesus did; he did something altogether different. He said in substance, "Oh, I see, you want to be first. You want 

to be great. You want to be important. You want to be significant. Well, you ought to be. If you're going to be my disciple, you must be." 

But he reordered priorities. And he said, "Yes, don't give up this instinct. It's a good instinct if you use it right. (Yes) It's a good instinct if 

you don't distort it and pervert it. Don't give it up. Keep feeling the need for being important. Keep feeling the need for being first. But I 

want you to be first in love. (Amen) I want you to be first in moral excellence. I want you to be first in generosity. That is what I want you to 

do." 

And he transformed the situation by giving a new definition of greatness. And you know how he said it? He said, "Now brethren, I 

can't give you greatness. And really, I can't make you first." This is what Jesus said to James and John. "You must earn it. True greatness 

comes not by favoritism, but by fitness. And the right hand and the left are not mine to give, they belong to those who are prepared." . . 

And so Jesus gave us a new norm of greatness. If you want to be important—wonderful. If you want to be recognized—wonderful. If you 

want to be great—wonderful. But recognize that he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. That's a new definition of greatness. . . 

it means that everybody can be great, because everybody can serve.  You don't have to have a college degree to serve.  You don't have to 

make your subject and your verb agree to serve. You don't have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve. You don't have to know Ein-

stein's theory of relativity to serve. You don't have to know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a heart 

full of grace, a soul generated by love. And you can be that servant. 

 

For more thoughts from Rev. Peeples, check out his blog at www.revpeep.blogspot.com  



Calendar of Events 
 
Monday, June 14-Friday, June 18 
5:30PM-8:00 PM-VBS 
 
Sunday, June 20 
9:30 AM-Bible School 
10:45 AM-²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊπ
ship 
 
Monday, June 21 
7:00 PM-Circle of Grace 
 
Wednesday, June 23 
4:00 PM-Membership Meeting 
6:30-8PM-Playback Theatre 
7:00 PM-Board Meeting 

ATTENDANCE &  

OFFERING 

June 13, 2010 

The People Came: 102 

The People Gave: $3,271.61 

Look for FCC St. 

Joe on Facebook  

Contact Rev. 

Peeples or search 
for the church on 

Downtown Teen L.I.F.E. Summer Schedule  

 

Downtown Teen L.I.F.E. is made up of the combined youth groups of First Christian, First Lu-
theran and First Presbyterian Churches.  This summer the group has a list of activities for 

summer fun that will bring teens from all over the city together. 

¶ Tuesday, June 22, 6-8 P.M.ðñWater and Wordò at the Lenandersô, 4821 Woodfield Drive 

¶ Wednesday, June 23, 4-6:30 P.M.ðñDinner and Conversationò at Safe Haven (6th & 

Olive Streets)ðpreparing/serving dinner for the men at the shelter 

¶ Saturday, June 26, 5-8 P.M.ðñFaith and Filmò at First Christianðwatch a movie, enjoy 

great food and conversation 

¶ Saturday, July 6, 6-8 P.M.ðñWater and Wordò at the Lenandersô 

¶ Monday, July 8, 4-6:30 P.M.ðñDinner and Conversationò at Safe Haven 

¶ Tuesday, July 13, 6-8 P.M. .ðñWater and Wordò at the Lenandersô 

¶ Saturday, July 17, 5-8 P.M.ðñFaith and Filmò at First Christian 

¶ Thursday, August 12, 4-6:30 P.M.ðñDinner and Conversationò at Safe Haven 

Saturday, August 14, 6-9 P.M.ðñTheatre Nightò at First Christianða youth designed, di-

rected and produced night of theatre for the community 

To find out more information search for ñDowntown Teen L.I.F.E.ò on Facebook or contact the 

youth director at First Christian, First Presbyterian or First Lutheran. 

Justice for Immigrants Dinner 

On Thursday, June 24 at 5:30 P.M. at Our Lady of Guadalupe Roman Catholic 

Church, Justice for Immigrants, a local group of community members concerned 

with compassionate and comprehensive immigration reform, will gather for dinner 

and a planning session.  The group will discuss how best to respond to attempts in 

Missouri to enact legislation similar to recent Arizona laws.  All those concerned 

with the plight of legal and illegal immigrants in our community and nation are en-

couraged to attend.  Contact Rev. Peeples if you are interested in attending the event. 

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE: New Hope Baptist Church 

Interested in earning while you learn?  Attend 5 sessions-earn $50.00 and: 

Win door prizes, supper is provided-free, childcare provided by New Hope 
Baptist Church and First Presbyterian Church-free, make friends/have fun! 

Space limited to 50 participants.  Class schedule is from June 17 to August 
28th with various topics. 

For more information call Natalie Ward or Linda Hodge at 233-8281. 

Summer Assistance for Utility Costs: 

Do you or someone you know need assistance with utility costs this summer?  There are two commu-

nity programs that may help. 

1.  Community Action Partnership (C.A.P.)ð816-233-8281ðoffers ECIP funds for electric utility cus-

tomers with disconnect notices up to $300.  Also, C.A.P. offers free room air conditioners to people over 

65 or who have medical need, as well as fans to people who demonstrate financial need. 

KCP&Lôs Economic Relief Program offers a monthly credit of up to $50 per household for 12 months.  
Eligible KCP&L customers must be current on their most recent bill or have made a payment arrange-
ment with KCP&L and they must be at 185% of the poverty level or less.  To apply for the program, 

people should call The Salvation Army at (877) 566-2769, Ext. 416. 

Wedding Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Kevin Anderson 

and Elizabeth Hendrix who were 

married in Belize this past weekend.  

The Andersons will be back in St. Joe 

in another week after attending a re-

ception in Kevin‟s hometown this 

weekend. 

Their address is 2913 Teal Court if 

you would like to send them a wed-

ding congratulations. 

Inter-Serv 8
th

 Annual Benefit 

Miniature Golf Tournament 
 

Saturday, July 19 at Cool Crest Garden 

Golf. All proceeds benefit InterServ Pre

-School & Childcare Centers. Register 

6-6:30 p.m. 6:45 p.m. Shotgun Start  

 

$10 - Children (6 - 10),  $15 - Youth 

(11 - 15), $20 - Adults (16+) 36 Holes 

of Competition, Prizes and Fun! Regis-

tration forms available at Cool Crest 

or Online at www.inter-serv.org  

Or call 238-4511, Ext 29  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

HOSPITAL/LONG-TERM CARE/HOSPICE/CONDOLENCES/PRAYER LIST 

 

First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

927 Faraon Street 

St. Joseph, Missouri  64501 

 

Sunday School:      9:30 am  

Sunday Worship: 10:45 am  

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Phone: 816-233-2556 

Fax: 816-233-0247 

Email: fccstjo@sbcglobal.net 

www.fccstjo.org 
 

Rev. Chase Peeples, MInister 

     Home: 816-689-2696 

     Cell: 816-383-1829 

Rev. Suzanne Shay, Dir. Childrenôs 

Ministry  Home: (816) 676-0227 

Andrew Kar, Dir. Youth Ministry 

Home: (816) 390-8624 

Amber Welter, Director of Music 

Cheryl Luke, Asst .to the Minister  

Jeremy Gregoire, Organist 

Buck Wekamp, Custodian 

Kelly Medsker, Nursery  

Ray Bliley, Sound Technician 

Sharing joys and concerns among the congregation and friends of the church.  To add information to this page 
please contact  the church office at 233-2556, Rev. Chase Peeples, or one of the Elders.  In order to manage the 
size of the prayer list, names will remain the list for one month and then removed.  Church members are asked 
to update the church office if they would like a name to remain on the list longer than four weeks. 

LONG TERM CARE:  Leona Swope-Arbor View RM 100, Allene Patton-Saxton Woods RM 309,  George Black 
(brother of Steve Black) 

HOSPICE:   Betty Darnell (Kelly Kibirigeõs mother) 

CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF:   Joan Counts,  Ralph Fidler (cousin of Susan Dudley), Dolores Gex,  Ralph 
Nessler (Linda Eckardõs father), Hattie Strong (Marilyn McMillenõs cousin) 

PRAYER LIST  

CHURCH MEMBERSñDale Linin, Fran Morrow, Mary Park, Herschel Stone, Glenn Trapp 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF CHURCH MEMBERS--  Retha Bonham, Chrissy Cervetto (Chuck and Carol Mulli-

canõs daughter-in-law), Bill and Irma Jean Crabtree (Pat Hardingõs parents), Judi Flesher (Open Door Food Kitchen Di-
rector),  Jennifer Frost (Anita Meehanõs daughter), Albert Grasty, Mervin Johnson (Mike Edwardsõ father), David Mat-
thies (Judy Mullinsõ brother),  Larry òFoxyó Means, Members of WPCC mission trip to India, Leon Hall (Jennifer 

Peeplesõ grandfather), T.J. Ostroski, Brea Pugh, Bill Reed (Barb Edwardsõ father), Gene Rizer (cousin of Susan Zion), 
Jerry Scheerhoorne (Jo Wadeõs brother-in-law), Herbert Schneider, Gail Shay (Suzanne Shayõs sister),  Ruth Sizelove 

(Shirley Evansõ sister), Bob Toombs (Brenda Hinesõ brother), Caden Wekamp (grandson of Buck Wekamp) 


