
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

St. Joseph, Missouri   July 13, 2010 

Serving on Sunday,  
July 18 & 25, 2010 

 
DEACONS 

Coordinator: 
7/18-Colin Cline       7/25-Mike Turner 
Charles Anctil             Clayton Fields 
Linda Eckard              Wendy Graves 
Steve Eckard                Andrew Kar 
Keith Evans              Marion Kearnes 
Shirley Evans                 Gary Park 
Nick Harding               Dustin Potter 
Carol Hollan                  Kim Potter 
Nancy Ingram               Janet Pullen 
Cheryl Luke                Steve Punzo 
Lindsay O’Connor           Jared Punzo 
Debbie Punzo              Stacy Turner 
Linda Riddle                Melvin Zion 
Theo Tushaus 
 

ELDERS 
Prayer for Offering: 
7/18-Boyd Alldredge 
7/25-Tom Summers 
Prayer for Cup & Bread: 
7/18-Ken Hamlin 
7/25-Sandy Hamlin 

WORSHIP LEADER: 
7/18-Charles Anctil 
7/25-Susan Zion 

COMMUNION PREPARER: 
7/18-Sharon Graves 
7/25-Charles and Dorothy Anctil 

 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: 

7/18-Suzanne Shay 
7/25-Nancy & Jessica Alldredge 

JULY GREETERS: 
Elaine McCool 

SUMMER DIALOGUE SCHEDULE 

During July and August, The Dialogue will be pub-
lished only every other week.  The dates of summer 
Dialogues are July 13 and 27, and August 10 and 24. 
Please plan accordingly for submission of information 
for the church newsletter. 

ROYAL FAMILY KIDSõ CAMP 2010 

Now that we have had time to reflect on the 2010 camp, it amazes us to think of 
all the people involved!  We estimate over 100 people helped in some way.  Of 
course, our First Christian Church members are the basis of all that happens.  
You gave over $6,000 of our $15,000 budget.  The other monies came from out-
side churches, individuals, and a trail ride fundraiser held last autumn. 

Suzanne Shay was our Dean of Girls and Scribe.  This was Suzanneõs first year 
and she did an awesome job!  As Scribe, she recorded stories about camp hap-
penings which have been submitted to RFKC, Inc.  I want to share one which 
touched us. 

After the First Bible story time, the storyteller (our own Chase Peeples) had the 
kids underline a verse in their Bibles and one of the girls approached him with 
her Bible open in her hand said, òCan you show me where in the bible it says 
that God loves me?ó  Together they underlined 1 John 4:11. òBeloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.ó 

Yes, we make a difference.  Thank you. 

For Godsõ Children, 

Ken and Sandy Hamlin 

PUT FAITH INTO ACTION  

First Christian partners with a number of St. Joseph churches through Faith in Action.  
FIA matches volunteers from churches with community members with unmet needs. 
Each FIA partner church has a Team Leader who communicates these needs to his 
or her church. For the past two years, Stacey Park has faithfully served as the FCC 
Team Leader, but she is stepping down to pursue other opportunities, so we need a 

new Team Leader for First Christian.   

The Team Leader is only responsible for communicating the opportunities to serve 
with volunteers in the churchðnot for doing the work his- or herself. Faith in Action 
has helped hundreds of people in our city who lack the financial ability and/or family 
support to help themselves.  We are looking for someone who will help FCC be a part 
of this exciting ministry!  Any who are interested or who have questions may contact 

Rev. Peeples for more information. 



Through a 

Glass Darkly By Rev. Chase Peeples 
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How Does the BP Oil Disaster Impact Our Faith? 
 Each dayôs news brings images and updates regarding the on-going spewing of oil into the Gulf of Mexico.  Poli-

ticians trade barbs about an off-shore oil drilling moratorium.  People in chemical suits wash off oil-soaked wildlife.  

Gulf shore residents bemoan their fate.  BP executives do damage control.  Still the oil gushes on.   

 The news that has dominated the summer seems to have little effect upon daily living here in St. Joseph, MO, as 

far as I can tell.  Gas prices have not risen noticeably.  The seafood we eat around here comes out of freezer trucks rather 

than fresh from the Gulf.  Our cityôs employment numbers are bad, but they would be anyway regardless of what hap-

pens in the Gulf.  I do know of one couple that changed their vacation plans to a place other than the Gulf; they had a 

great time anyway.  So, how does the oil disaster in the Gulf affect us or does it at all? 

 I would offer that it should at least affect us as people of faith  First, the BP oil disaster (I choose to call it a 

ñdisasterò rather than a ñspill,ò because of the magnitude of the crisis.) should cause us to think anew about the power of 

sin, both individually and corporately.  The oil disaster reveals the false ideas that either government regulation or the 

free market alone can ensure that human organizations will operate in the best interests of our environment and human-

ity.  Short-sided greed drove both oil company employees and government regulators to disregard safety measures that 

might have prevented this disaster.  Yet, even if government and industry had worked together in concert for responsible 

oil drilling, they would still be part of an system that chooses the short-term profits of a fossil-fuel industry over the long-

term benefits of energy produced by renewable resources.  In other words, the system supplies cheap fuel to consumers 

like you and me that helps our pocketbooks in the near term but deteriorates the quality of life on our planet in the long-

term.   

 I believe that most people in the world care about environment and the long-term viability of humanity as a spe-

ciesðat least in the abstract.  In concrete terms, however, our actions place our individual self-interest above these larger 

concerns.  I think we (me included) sense our individual actions make little or no difference in the overall scheme of 

world politics and economics, and since we do not perceive an immediate threat to our well-being, we do not question 

whether our helplessness is true or not.  In other words, since it doesnôt seem to affect me directly and I canôt do anything 

about it anyway, why should I change?  I choose to believe, however, if each of us really was conscious of the impact our 

decisions have upon the wider world, we would make different choices.  Yet, we are not conscious of such things and so 

we operate according to self-interest.   

 In theological terms, the intertwining of selfishness and fatalism from the level of the individual all the way up to 

transnational corporations and governments is called sin.  The apostle Paul described sin in terms that resemble an alien 

force or power (Romans 5-7) that enslaves us.  We choose to think of sinfulness as individual acts, but I think Paulôs 

words challenge us to think about the cumulative power of all our individual sinful acts as taking on a life of its own.  

Our refusal to make any real sacrifices as individuals and as a nation that might change the damage produced by our de-

pendence on oil, even though we know it is neither in the long-term best interests of humanity or the environment, dem-

onstrates what Paul described as being ñslaves to sinò (Romans 6:17, 20).  Indeed, Paul speaks of sinôs power literally 

alienating humanity from creation (Romans 8:19-21).  Our voluntary enslavement to oil provides an analogy to our in-

voluntary enslavement to sin, and both demonstrate our need to seek out a different masterðone that provides life for all 

rather than death.   

The second and most important theological point the BP oil disaster should cause us to consider is that there is a 

power greater than sin.  The power of Christ allows us to become (in Paulôs terminology) ñslaves of righteousness;ò we 

can serve the causes of justice and righteousness, even though we face problems that defy easy solutions.  In other words, 

out of love, we can make sacrifices that serve the interest of others and of creation.  In Christ, our individual actions can 

change from contributing to the cumulative sin of the world to contributing to the universal saving work of God. 

 To use the example of the oil disaster, those of us far removed from the disaster can be motivated by Christ to 

make different decisions as circumstances allow.  If we have the means to buy a new car, we can buy one that gets better 

gas mileage or even a hybrid.  For transportation, we can be conscious of ways to walk, ride a bike or combine trips.  We 

can join our voices (via phone calls, letters, e-mails or financial contributions) with like-minded people who want ac-

countability and change in both the private and government sectors.  We can choose to view our actions as a part of a 

larger effort of God to heal our world rather than as futile responses to a system of greed beyond our control.  In your 

response to the oil disaster and in all your actions, may Christ enable you to ñnot be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of 

Godò (Romans 12:2). 

 Grace and Peace, 

 Chase 

For more thoughts from Rev. Peeples, check out his blog at www.revpeep.blogspot.com  



Calendar of Events 
 
Wednesdays, July 14, 21 & 28 
6:30-8PM-Playback Theatre/Stacey 
Park 
 
Sunday, July 18 
9:30 AM-Sunday Schools 
10:45 AM-²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊπ
ship 
12 Noon-Follow-through Committee 
for Capital Campaign meeting 
 
Monday, July 19 
7:00 PM-Circle of Grace 
 
Tuesday, July 20 
6:30 PM-Finance Meeting 
 
Sunday, July 25 
9:30 AM-Sunday Schools 
10:45 AM-²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊπ
ship 

ATTENDANCE &  

OFFERING 

July 4 &11, 2010 
The People Came: 7/4-74, 7/11-77 

The People Gave: 7/4-$5,725.78  

7/11-$4,151.56 

Look for FCC St. 

Joe on Facebook  

Contact Rev. 

Peeples or search 
for the church on 

Facebook.  

Downtown Teen L.I.F.E. Summer Schedule  

 

Downtown Teen L.I.F.E. is made up of the combined youth groups of 
First Christian, First Lutheran and First Presbyterian Churches.  This 
summer the group has a list of activities for summer fun that will bring 

teens from all over the city together. 

 

¶ Tuesday, July 13, 6-8 P.M. .ðñWater and Wordò at the Lenandersô, 4821 Wood-

field Drive 

¶ Saturday, July 17, 5-8 P.M.ðñFaith and Filmò at First Christian, watch a movie, 

 enjoy great food and conversation  

¶ Thursday, August 12, 4-6:30 P.M.ðñDinner and Conversationò at Safe Haven 

§ Saturday, August 14, 6-9 P.M.ðñTheatre Nightò at First Christianða youth de-

signed, directed and produced night of theatre for the community 

To find out more information search for ñDowntown Teen L.I.F.E.ò on Facebook or con-

tact the youth director at First Christian, First Presbyterian or First Lutheran. 

New Church Phone System  

In recent weeks our old analog phone system began to fail, so a new digital phone 
system is being installed.  We expect there will be some kinks to work out with this 

new system, so we appreciate your patience as we go through this transition period. 

Inter -Serv 8th Annual 
Benefit Miniature Golf 

Tournament  

Saturday, July 19 at Cool Crest 
Garden Golf. All proceeds bene-
fit InterServ Pre -School & Child-
care Centers. Register 6 -6:30 
p.m. 6:45 p.m. Shotgun Start  

$10 - Children (6 - 10), $15 - 
Youth (11 - 15), $20 - Adults 
(16+) 36 Holes of Competition, 
Prizes and Fun!  

Registration forms available 
at Cool Crest or Online at 
www.inter -serv.org  

Or call 238 -4511, Ext 29  

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Farrell and Mrs. Stacy Bishop  

request the honour of your presence at the marriage of their 
children  

Katherine Jo Farrell and Jason Matthew Bishop 

On Saturday, August 17th, 2010 at 4:15 PM 

First Christian Church  

927 Faraon Street 

St. Joseph, Missouri 

DOWNTOWN TEEN L.I.F.E. is exploring the film Avatar this Saturday, July 
17, right here at First Christian Church.  What does this remarkable film 
have to say to us about our faith?  Please be part of the conversation this 
Saturday from 5-8 p.m. 
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HOSPITAL/LONG-TERM CARE/HOSPICE/CONDOLENCES/PRAYER LIST 

 

First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

927 Faraon Street 

St. Joseph, Missouri  64501 

 

Sunday School:      9:30 am  

Sunday Worship: 10:45 am  

 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Phone: 816-233-2556 

Fax: 816-233-0247 

Email: fccstjo@sbcglobal.net 

www.fccstjo.org 
 

Rev. Chase Peeples, MInister 

     Home: 816-689-2696 

     Cell: 816-383-1829 

Rev. Suzanne Shay, Dir. Childrenôs 

Ministry  Home: (816) 676-0227 

Andrew Kar, Dir. Youth Ministry 

Home: (816) 390-8624 

Amber Welter, Director of Music 

Cheryl Luke, Asst .to the Minister  

Jeremy Gregoire, Organist 

Buck Wekamp, Custodian 

Kelly Medsker, Nursery  

Ray Bliley, Sound Technician 

Sharing joys and concerns among the congregation and friends of the church.  To add information to this page 
please contact  the church office at 233-2556, Rev. Chase Peeples, or one of the Elders.  In order to manage the 
size of the prayer list, names will remain the list for one month and then removed.  Church members are asked 
to update the church office if they would like a name to remain on the list longer than four weeks. 

HOSPITAL/REHAB:  Bernice Alldredge Living Community-17 

LONG TERM CARE:  Leona Swope-Arbor View RM 100, Allene Patton-Saxton Woods RM 309,  George Black 
(brother of Steve Black) 

HOSPICE:   Betty Darnell (Kelly Kibirigeõs mother), Dale Linin 

CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF:   Retha Bonham,  Logan Gore, Leon Hall (Jennifer Peeplesõ grandfather), Reta 
Jacobs (Sandy Hamlinõs aunt), Golan King, Kathryn Miller (Pat Murrayõs Aunt) 

PRAYER LIST  

CHURCH MEMBERSñFran Morrow, Mary Park, Herschel Stone 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF CHURCH MEMBERS--  Ryan Akin,  Bill and Irma Jean Crabtree (Pat Hardingõs parents), Pat 

Delaney, Alan Edwards (Mike Edwardsõ step-father), Jennifer Frost (Anita Meehanõs daughter), Albert Grasty, Mervin John-
son (Mike Edwardsõ father), David Matthies (Judy Mullinsõ brother),  Doris Rau (Nancy Alldredgeõs mother), Bill Reed (Barb 
Edwardsõ father), Gene Rizer (cousin of Susan Zion), Jerry Scheerhoorne (Jo Wadeõs brother-in-law), Ruth Sizelove (Shirley 
Evansõ sister), Bob Toombs (Brenda Hinesõ brother), Caden Wekamp (grandson of Buck Wekamp), Charles White (Karen 
Ezzellõs brother) 


